
 

After passage by the US House and Senate, the Marrakesh 

Treaty Implementation Act (MTIA) was signed by President 

Trump on October 10, 2018. This Treaty was adopted in 

2013 by the World Intellectual Property Organization 

(WIPO) to address the widespread problem of “book 

famine,” the situation where a dearth of books are 

published in formats accessible to the blind or visually 

impaired.  The goal of this treaty is to increase access to 

printed materials for these people worldwide. 

The MTIA: 

• Expands the types of works allowed to be copied from 

nondramatic literary works to all literary works, plus 

musical works fixed in the form of text or notation. 
 

• Changes the term “specialized formats” to “accessible 

formats.”  
 

• Updates the term “blind or other persons with 

disabilities” to “eligible person,” defined as someone who 

is blind, has a “visual impairment or perceptual or 

reading disability,” or has a physical disability making 

them unable to hold or manipulate a book or focus or 

move their eyes to read.  
 

National Library Service is working with the Library of 

Congress staff to determine changes to their services.  To 

learn more about MTIA, visit www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/

marrakesh/  
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materials as a result  

of a temporary or  

permanent visual or  

physical limitation 
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NLS Initiatives 

NLS is working on the following projects aimed at enhancing products and services. 

The projects are under consideration though none are certain to be implemented at 

this time: 

• Studying the feasibility of using a modified smartphone as the next-generation 

talking-book player, including: 

 Evaluation of smartphones 

 Determining the difficulty of setup for patrons 

 Identifying the cost to purchase and maintain for NLS 

                   Potential testing this time next year with a focus-group 

• Creating a prototype voice user interface (voice UI) by: 

 Determining the technical requirements of voice UI 

 Identifying what patrons would expect it to do 

 Scheduling a conducting a pilot  

Assessment of text-to-speech of magazines for timelier production at a lower cost. 

Talking Book Topics is one candidate for this method.  A pilot could begin next spring. 

• Exploration of “self-service” tools for patrons on the NLS website or BARD. 

• Testing a streaming service that would enable patrons to receive data from files 

contained in an NLS book as they listen instead of having to download the entire 

book. This would allow patrons to start listening to a book faster. 

From NLS on the Move 2018 

Volunteer Appreciation 

Recording of Nevada- related books is provided by volunteers who read and review 

books and magazines that would otherwise not be available in audio format. We had 

14 volunteers in 2018 working in the recording program. They put in over 1,235 hours. 

Others volunteered to review unrated books, so these titles can be enjoyed by more 

patrons. We had six volunteers in 2018 who gave almost 830 hours to this project; five 

are patrons. 

This year, six volunteers’ names were added to the 100 Hours volunteer plaque; one 

name was added to the 1,000 Hours plaque. 

In October, volunteers were acknowledged at a luncheon. Seventeen volunteers and 

their guests enjoyed a lunch provided by funds from the Friends of the Carson City 

Library in exchange for  donated Talking Book staff hours at a variety of fund raisers 

throughout the year. Our guest speaker was Todd Borg, author of the popular Owen 

McKenna series. Each volunteer was recognized for his or her unique contribution and 

presented with a certificate of appreciation from NLS. 



Oases of Culture: A History of Public and 

Academic Libraries in Nevada 

DBC13308 

By James W. Hulse 

Narrated by Betts Markle 

Prior to the middle of the twentieth century, 

Nevada had the smallest population of any 

state in the Union. The author recounts the 

history of Nevada's libraries and the struggle 

to make them available to all Nevadans in a 

state unsuited to long-term financial 

commitments. 2003 
 

Ghosts of Goldfield and Tonopah 

NVD01254 

By Janice Oberding 

Narrated by Polly Price 

Paranormal historian Janice Oberding shares 

stories of ghostly encounters in the Goldfield 

and Mizpah Hotels and discovers the history 

behind the mysterious cowboy ghost, the 

haggard hitchhiker and other uncanny local 

tales of prospectors, abandoned widows and 

politicians. 2015 
 

East of Eden, West of Zion: Essays of 
Nevada 

DBC08396 

By Wilbur S. Shepperson 

Narrated by Bill Andrews 

Essays by novelists and historians offer a 
complex overview of how Nevada deals with 
culture, economics, society and traditions. 
Compositions by 12 Nevada scholars provide 
humanistic insight and present Nevada in a 
more favorable light. Some strong language. 
1989 

 

Death in Nostalgia City 

DBC13310 

By Mark S. Bacon 

Narrated by Don Scott 

Nostalgia City, a resort for anyone who wants 
to visit the past, meticulously recreates an 
entire small town from the early 1970s; all is 
good until rides are sabotaged and tourists 
killed. Ex-cop Lyle Deming works to unravel 
the mystery with the help of, Kate, the park's 
PR director. Some strong language, some 
violence, 2014. 
 

Falling Over Reno: The True Story of the 
Skyjacker’s Wife 

DBC13316 

By Mary Stevenson 

Narrated by Bill Andrews 

Robb Heady came home from his year of 
military service in Vietnam and skyjacked an 
airplane shortly after. This true story of the 
skyjacking of United Flight 239 from Reno 
International Airport on June 2, 1972,  shows 
how hope, courage, determination, and 
unconditional love can help people get 
through even the deepest tragedies. 2015 
 

You’re Doing What to the Mapes? 

DBC04794 

By Karl Breckenridge 

Narrated by: Freida Ford 

Nineteen years of columns in Reno’s principal 
newspaper, the Reno Gazette-Journal, offers 
a bit of everything including a good look at the 
western Nevada valley, its residents, gaming 
and hotels, and history. Most of the columns 
depict life after WWII and will appeal to 
readers who remember those pleasant 
bygone days. 2005 
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FREE MATTER  

FOR THE BLIND &   

 PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 

 

This newsletter is available in alternative formats upon request.  

SilverLining is supported with 

LSTA funds provided by 

Nevada Talking Book Services  

100 N. Stewart Street 

Carson City, NV  89701 

 

Educate   Enhance   Inform 
Products, Services, Opportunities 

 

Free to all ages; open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 

• SUMMERLIN SENIOR EXPO – Wednesday, February 
13 Suncoast Casino, 9090 Alta Ave., Las Vegas  

 

• NORTHWEST SENIOR EXPO – Wednesday, February 
20 Santa Fe Station Casino, 4949 N Rancho Dr., Las 
Vegas 

 

• HENDERSON SENIOR EXPO – Wednesday, February 
27 Sunset Station Casino, 1301 Sunset Rd., Henderson 

 

For more information visit http://www.proexpolv.com/event-
info-1 
 

 
Courtesy notice: This announcement should not be considered an endorsement or 

recommendation by this Library. This  event is listed free of charge for the benefit of our readers. 

The library has no responsibility, input or control of the outcome for the event. 

Reader’s Digest 

NLS recently added 

the audio of Reader’s 

Digest to its magazine 

offerings.  

If you would like to 

subscribe to this or 

any of the other 70 

popular magazines in 

braille or recorded 

formats, contact us at 

800-922-9334.  

BARD users can 

subscribe to magazine 

titles or download 

single issues using 

the BARD website. 

http://www.proexpolv.com/event-info-1
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